HARDSHIPS  ON  THE   ROAD

then came back and dutifully played the game. But
neither trumped-up benefits for the most worthy of
causes nor the unfailing good-humor of the boyish
advance-agent could stem the tide of adversity. Things
went from bad to worse. Louise Dillon, all hope of
salary gone, gave, her little remaining capital to Gustave,
saving only enough for her railway fare, and went back
to her home in Cincinnati, Stoddart now played more
dolefully than ever on his violin, ransacked its recesses,
and turned over his last cent for the common good*

"We've got to get back North/' said Gustave.

With the utmost effort, and by pawning jewelry and
clothes, the company gladly saw the last trace of Texas
disappear over the horizon.

It was a hard journey back. At Pine Bluff, Arkansas,
Charles had to wait for the company because he did not
have enough cash to go on ahead. Here the whole
company was stranded until several of the members suc-
ceeded in getting enough money from home by wire
to send them on.

Memphis proved to be a life-saver. Here the com-
pany took a steamboat down the Arkansas, It is nota-
ble because thus early ChaHes showed that eagerness
to take a chance which eventually caused his death, for,
on this trip, as on the Lusitania, he had been warned not
to sail.

The river was low and the pilot was reckless. When-
ever the boat jjroanecl over a bar Charles would say,
"That's great/' although the other members of the
company shivered with apprehension.

By using every device and resource known to the
traveling* company of those days, the Stoddart Comedy
Company finally reached Richmond, Kentucky. It had
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